The Coming Civilization
the confusion which has arisen as to the idea of
prayer and the consequent disuse of the practice
of prayer. Once prayer is rescued from the associa-
tions with which it has become popularly entangled,
it will be seen to possess a profound significance.
It becomes the vindication of all religion. It is the
witness that when man conforms his will and opens
the secret corners of his mind to the spirit of all life,
he discovers in the universe a healing property. He
reaches out into the silence and he does not find
that it is void: he finds God.
Miracles as a Stumbling-block
In turning to the next objection to Christianity
we are passing from a fundamental to a more super-
ficial issue. We become embroiled in a controversy
which is not essentially relevant to religion. If, for
example, it was proved beyond doubt that Christ
did not come into human life through the medium
of a Virgin Birth, nor rise in His human body from
the grave, no orthodox Christian would be justified
in abandoning his faith that Christ was divine.
Conversely, if all the miracles were proved to be
historical events, Christ's divinity would not
thereby become established. Others beside Christ
are said to have possessed the power to perform
miracles. Miraculous claims are not a monopoly of
divinity.
Miracles are usually regarded as a violation of the
natural order; yet, unless we know exactly how far
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